
October 1 –  
 SAT Test, 7:30 a.m.; Homecoming  
 Dance, 7-10 p.m. 
October 3 – 
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.   
October 10 –   
 Columbus Day; Act 80 Day,  
 No School for Students 
October 15 –  
 PSAT Test
October 17  –  
 Social Media and the Secret  
 Lives of Teenagers, IHS Aud.,  
 6 p.m., For more, see page 5; 
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.
October 21 –  
 Pink Night & Youth Night, Home  
 Football Game vs. Shaler,  
 NexTier Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
October 24 –  
 SVAOC End of First Nine Weeks 
October 26 –  
 End of First Nine Weeks 
October 28 –  
 Senior Night, Home Football  
 Game vs. Altoona, NexTier  
 Stadium, 7:30 p.m.

October Dates  
to Remember
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Seven SV seniors named semifinalists in 2017  
National Merit Scholarship Program

Officials of National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) 
recently announced Seneca  
Valley seniors Isabelle Biase, 
Lucy Geronime, Urvi Gupta, 
Anupama Jayachandran, Danielle 
Matz, Dominic Pazino and  
Matthew Sloan, as semifinalists 
in the 62nd annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

These academically talented  
high school seniors have an  
opportunity to continue in the  
competition for some 7,500  
National Merit Scholarships  
worth more than $33 million that will be offered next spring. About 90 percent of the Semifinalists are 
expected to attain Finalist standing, and about half of the Finalists will win a National Merit  
Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar® title. 

About 1.6 million juniors in more than 22,000 high schools entered the 2017 National Merit  
Scholarship Program by taking the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool of  
Semifinalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the highest 
scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semifinalists in a state is proportional to the state’s 
percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

From the approximately 16,000 Semifinalists, about 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist 
level, and in February they will be notified of this designation. 

 *More dates can be found on our  
   homepage at www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley National Merit Semifinalists. Front Row (L-R): Urvi Gupta, Anupama  
Jayachandran and Lucy Geronime. Back Row (L-R): Danielle Matz, Isabelle Biase,  
Matthew Sloan and Dominic Panzino.

Read about Seneca Valley’s 100 students who were recognized as AP Scholars 
on page 10. 

More good news

Proud of the Past,  
Committed to the Future

As we continue in our 2016-17 school
year, be sure to check out Seneca  

Valley’s District Videos “Proud of the 
Past, Committed to the Future,” here:

Video 1     Video 2

Seneca Valley students in 
grades K-6 recently  
kicked-off their Olweus  
Bullying Prevention Programs 
this past month.  For more 
photos from the events, see 
page 6.

Be bully-free

http://www.svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb0MfxznDzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyihHWVGdk
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“We will never forget.” 

Sunday, September 11, marked the 15th Anniversary of 9/11. On Sept. 9, Seneca Valley students remembered, reflected and honored Patriot Day  
by connecting lessons and activities in tribute to 9/11. 

One activity included Haine Middle School sixth graders who participated in a live, distance-learning program, Action to Honor. This educational 
video conference was broadcast live from the Flight 93 National Memorial, providing student audiences coast-to-coast with the opportunity to  
participate. Haine Middle School was even selected to pose two questions to officials from the center and left feeling both moved and thoughtful 
about the events of that tragic day. 

“This program allowed memorial staff to reach nationwide and relayed the events of 15 years ago to students who may not have even been born,” 
said Steve Clark, superintendent of Flight 93 National Memorial. “We invited schools worldwide to join in this unique opportunity to connect  
to a memorial which honors the extraordinary actions of the 40 passengers and crew of Flight 93.”

A Harmony/Zelienople Fire District Ladder Truck with a large American Flag was also stationed on the secondary campus the morning of Sept. 9,  
to commemorate the day.

September 11…15 years later
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Seneca Valley students traveled “Into the Woods” for a homecoming theme based on the popular musical fairytale by the same name.  

Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates to represent their homecoming court.  The ladies of the 2016 Homecoming Court are Ana 
Batista, Hanna Behr, Isabelle Biase, Markali Clancy, Hollen Davinsizer, Isabelle Gallagher, Mia Moretti, Elayna Nagy, Isabella Petitta and 
Hannah Testa. The gentlemen of the court include Brock Abramson, Samuel Casey, Kyle Cindrich, Ian Fox, Matthew Gagnon, Brock Gresock, 
Jacob Holl, Jackson Nickel, James Parey and Marshall Price. 

Seneca Valley’s homecoming king and queen will be announced Sept. 30 during the Raider Football pregame festivities at 7 p.m., at NexTier 
Stadium. Kickoff is at 7:30 p.m., when Seneca Valley plays Penn Hills. In addition to the court, the photos below represent building activities 
and the pep rally that were held during Homecoming Week, Sept. 26-30.

Look for the 2016 Seneca Valley Homecoming King and Queen in our next issue!

Photo credits: EDI Imaging

Seneca Valley’s  ‘Into the Woods’ Homecoming

Seneca Valley’s 2016 Homecoming Court: Front line (L-R) Ana Batista, Hanna Behr, Isabelle Biase, Markali Clancy, Hollen Davinsizer, Isabelle 
Gallagher, Mia Moretti, Elayna Nagy, Isabella Petitta and Hannah Testa. Back line (L-R) Brock Abramson, Samuel Casey, Kyle Cindrich, Ian Fox, 
Matthew Gagnon, Brock Gresock, Jacob Holl, Jackson Nickel, James Parey and Marshall Price.
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Seneca Valley celebrated Veterans at the 17th Annual Veteran Recognition Event during the first official Raider Football home game in  
NexTier Stadium on Sept. 2. We thank our active and retired military personnel for their service. 

Photo credits: Bill Paterson

SV Honors Veterans
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Olweus kicks off at SV
Seneca Valley students in grades K-6 are setting a positive tone for the school year.

The annual Olweus kick-off had students participating in bullying prevention programs and establishing an environment of acceptance. 

Each K-6 building had activities that focused on cooperation, teamwork, and individuality while promoting a strong bullying prevention message.  
It also included assemblies such as The Josh and Gab Show, Discovery Band and I AM UNAFRAID. 

The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program is a district-wide research-based program that allows students to participate in weekly classroom  
meetings and incorporate a variety of bullying prevention topics and community building activities.
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In late August, volunteers helped to spread 
30 yards of mulch on Evans City School’s 
nature trail.  This large job was made easier 
by the efforts and the donation of a Bobcat 
and equipment operator from Turner Tractor 
on Route 68, in Evans City. The students 
and staff at Evans City Schools have been 
enjoying the nature trail and outdoor  
classroom learning environment since the 
start of the school year. 

Haine Elementary School hosted 
Kids on the Block (KOB) puppets 
from The Children’s Institute of 
Pittsburgh at a school-wide  
assembly on Sept. 13. 

The KOB program is an educational 
 puppet show presented by The 
Children’s Institute as a community 
service. Each KOB school  
assembly features three skits, 
each casting a light on three 
different disabilities. After each 
skit, students were invited to ask 
the puppets questions about their 
disabilities. Teachers were also 
provided with supplemental  
activities to use with students 
throughout the year.

The KOB mission helps to educate 
elementary school students about 
disabilities in order to break down 
barriers, and create empathy and 
understanding for their peers with 
disabilities — and to do it in the 
most fun, interesting, and  
interactive way.

Teaching tolerance  
and diversity

The great outdoors

National Johnny Appleseed Day was celebrated at 
Haine Elementary in Ms. Kristin Robinson’s first grade 
classroom on Sept 23.

John Chapman, better known as Johnny Appleseed, 
was an American pioneer nurseryman who introduced 
apple trees to large parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois. Students in Ms. Robinson’s class learned 
about this and more through a book they read together 
and completed the lesson by cooking a recipe that 
contained apples.

A good apple

Haine Elementary rolled out the red carpet for their annual literacy kick-off. 

The program, “Haine Students are Red Carpet Reading STARS” (Safe, Truthful, Always kind,  
Responsible Students), was held Sept. 30.

To add to this star-studded event, a DJ played music as students arrived at school and  
Miss Pennsylvania America, Samantha Lambert, as well as the Seneca Valley Thespian Troupe  
visited to discuss the importance of reading to students in grades K-4.

Who are you reading?



Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) 
students had the opportunity to hear 
from club leaders about various  
programs offered at their annual 
activity fair on Sept. 15. The fair  
introduced students to numerous 
clubs and activities available for 
grades 7-8.  Students visited booths, 
met with peers and joined in on fun 
competitions including Minute-To-
Win-It team-building games.

Girls Rock Science

Getting involved

The Seneca Valley “Roaring” Raider Marching Band performed at the 2016 Butler Band Festival on 
Sept. 19 with eight other county marching bands. The following message was sent to the band  
directors the next day: 

“I just returned home from this evening’s Butler County Band Festival and had to take a moment to 
commend you on an absolutely phenomenal performance!  I have never heard such a mature brass 
sound from a high school band before, nor have I heard a high school band play with such musicality 
on the marching band field.  The band’s performance truly amazed all in attendance, as was  
evidenced by the rapt attention of the audience during the performance.  As a tax-payer in the  
Seneca Valley School District, I am proud to say that this is the band that the students in my  
neighborhood get to be in.  Of course, I have known the excellence of the band program at Seneca Valley, but tonight’s performance was at such a high 
level I had to take a moment to congratulate you on the hard work you and your staff have clearly put into developing a culture of pride, excellence, and 
musicianship with the band. Bravo!”

          --Dr. Kathleen Melago, Slippery Rock University Associate Professor of Music Education and Supervisor of Music Student Teachers 

To watch the band’s performance from Butler Band Fest, click here.

Kind words
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Photo/Video Credit: Rhonda Maloney

Seneca Valley was proud to be a host of the Girls Rock Science Event at the Carnegie Science Center (CSC) Sept. 24-25. Students, friends and 
family were invited to CSC for an exciting exploration of Interactive Robots and hands-on experiments, including DNA Exploration, crime solving, 
3D printers, robot races, KDKA Mobile Weather Lab, Connect Smart Car, fingerprinting, forensics, and laser projects, all using Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM)! The event included booth presentations by teachers Mr. Steve Fortunato and Ms. Julie Smith, as well as several 
Seneca Valley students from the Seneca Valley Women in Engineering classes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sP7Kn7nP-8s


9

SV students named AP Scholars 
2 students named National AP Scholar Award Winners

Students at Seneca Valley High School have earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition of their 
exceptional achievement on AP Exams. The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program (AP) 
provides willing and academically prepared students with the opportunity to take rigorous  
college-level courses while still in high school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement,  
or both for successful performance on the AP Exams. 

At Seneca Valley, the increased course offerings in Advanced Placement, combined with a growth 
of interest on the part of students led the District to increase AP student scholars.

The College Board recognizes several levels of achievement based on students’ performance on 
AP Exams.

At Seneca Valley Senior High School, two students, Nicholas Francino and Alexandra Miller, both recent 2016 graduates, earned a National 
AP Scholar Award in 2016 which is granted to students in the United States who receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.

We also have 35 students who qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams. These students include 2016 graduates Colton Botta, Christina Dadey, Jonathan 
Dolfi, Nicholas Francino, Elise Harrison, Sarah Johanknecht, Michael Kolor, Rhea Kudtarkar, Mitchell Lachat, Caitlin Little, Cara Mastrostefano, 
Kelsie McElroy, Alexandra Miller, Scotty Poepoe,  Jeffrey Rodrigues, Kendall Rusnak, Siona Sharma, Alexa Sims, Joseph Sloan, Jacob Staub, 
Owen Takac, Alyssa Tice, Matthew Trotta and Elisa Vogel and 2016 seniors Isabelle Biase, Nathan Cooper, Lucy Geronime, Urvi Gupta, Rachel 
Hensler, Anupama Jayachandran, Leiah Maloney, Danielle Matz, Ryan Murtagh, Dominic Panzino and Francis Popp.

Twenty-one Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams. These students are 2016 graduates Melissa Carter, Zachary Dedionisio, Peter 
Gemperle, Jacob Huber, Edward Jenkins, Kathryn Kolor, Linsey Laurune, Allison Love, Paige Montrose, Micheala Petruso, Alexandra Runser, 
Daniel Singer and Shivangi Tiwari as well as 2016 seniors Hanna Behr, Maria Catalano, Julia Kooser, Zane Latess, Samantha Logan, Pavan 
Savio, Claire Schawalder and Matthew Sloan.  

Also, 44 Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP Exams with scores of 3 or higher. The AP 
Scholars include 2016 graduates John Connors, Kelly Foley, Sarah Foster, Carinne Geil, John Geyer, Josie Glover, Mira Hoo, Jacob King, Yuki 
Kinoshita, Luke Lavalle, Ariella Meltzer, Sophia Mills, Peyton Moriarity, Jorge Olan, Alyssa Peterson, Katherine Platt, Nicole Popp, Matthew 
Pristas, Shane Ruiz, Julia Scanlan, Zachery Schoenly, Andrew Smathers, Ashley Trimble and Robert Vandrak and 2016 seniors Alexandra 
Always, Jordan Bender, Sebastian Demetter, Matthew Dimichele, Mackenzie Fuller, Katherine Hickmann, Regan Kelly, Anastasia Kendlick, 
Keegan Lahm, Karina Latsko, Natalie Lesser, Sydney Long, Natalie McKinley, Sara Panetta, Madison Sinan, Dylan Sloat, Mark Smathers, Mary 
Testa, Michael Trauman and Aaron Wolf. 

Twenty-eight percent of vehicle crashes are caused by texting and cell phone use alone. To help eliminate this statistic, intermediate high school  
students in Mr. Dave Gerrich and Ms. Clare Thomas’ Health classes participated in a distracted driving simulator on Sept. 20. The presentation  
advocated safe driving and also allowed students hands-on-learning by test-driving the simulator.

Don’t be a statistic



History leapt off the pages of text books and recently made an impact on 
students in Mr. Jim Lucot’s classes. 

Mr. Lucot’s senior high school Honors US History and AP Government 
classes met with Holocaust Survivor Irene Skolnick on Sept. 8. The group 
attended her lecture, which included the harrowing story of how she and her 
family survived in Poland.

On Sept. 14, over 60 senior high school students in Mr. Jim Lucot’s classes 
listened to Father Patrick Desbois, a world-famous Holocaust researcher and genocide activist, speak at  
Carnegie Mellon University. During his lecture he discussed genocide and his book “Holocaust by Bullets.”
 
Mr. Lucot expressed his appreciation for the opportunity provided by The Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh, and 
was impressed by the student turnout and interest.
 
“I received numerous compliments and accolades regarding the students, their participation and maturity from 
the Holocaust Center staff, other teachers and professors, survivors and attendees in the audience,” he said. “It was a real tribute to these young people.  
I am extremely proud of them.”
 
Lastly, Mr. Lucot was a featured speaker at the Classrooms Without Borders (CWB) Annual Dinner. There he spoke of his experiences touring major  
Holocaust sites and camps in Poland this past summer.

Honoring history

Is technology helpful or harmful to the human condition? This is a question that students in Ms. Katie Smolter’s 
Modern Humanities course have been discussing. 

Throughout the unit, students have had valuable discussions about the use of technology in society today - 
including both benefits and hindrances. The students agreed that cell phones can be a distraction during both 
their school day and their daily lives. A deeper discussion revealed that this distraction allows students to be 
disengaged from the world around them. 

To test this theory, Ms. Smolter put in place a “No Phone Friday” on Sept. 9. This optional assignment had  
students turn in their phone prior to first period and not pick them up until the end of the day. Of the 89 students 
in four class periods 38 of them submitted their phones in order to see what it was like to go phone free for the 
day. As students submitted their phones Ms. Smolter heard comments such as, “I am shaking,” or “My phone is 
my life” and “I don’t know how I am going to survive…” 

Students received their phones at the end of the school day and were asked to reflect on their experience. “It 
was really hard at first, stated senior Haley Loesch, but after a while I forgot about it and it really wasn’t that bad.” 

This theory helped to encourage meaningful dialogue with students on Monday about how those who participated felt throughout the day, and 
why other students chose not to participate. Students’ negative reactions were that they felt bored, or left out during the day without having an 
instant form of communication with people who were not in class with them. Positive reactions were they were more focused and engaged in 
classes, they were able to talk to many more people throughout their classes, and they were able to notice more just how disengaged we have 
become from one another throughout the day. Of the 38 students who participated, 28 said that they would do it again. 

Modern Humanities courses allow students to discuss a variety of topics relevant to their lives including technology, philosophy, evil,  
and justice. 

‘No Phone Friday’
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Students needed for school year  
Rotary Youth Exchange Program

The Rotary Club of Zelienople is searching for outgoing high school students to travel overseas to over 40 countries next year as part of the 
Rotary International Youth Exchange Program.

Eligible students should be of good character and reputation, not older than 18 ½ at time of departure, have above average academic  
ability and have a pleasant personality. A preliminary application with a local interview is required before the Rotary District 7280  
interviews in October. Country preferences will be taken into consideration and placements made in January 2017.

The student’s share of expenses includes a $450 youth exchange program fee, airfare, insurance and other travel costs. The program is  
for one year and the hosting Rotary club will provide housing with host families, food, schooling and a monthly allowance. Check out 
www.exchangestudent.org for more information. For a packet of outbound information, contact Jeff Simmons.

http://www.exchangestudent.org/
mailto:jssim89167%40yahoo.com?subject=Rotary%20Youth%20Exchange%20Program
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SV Hall of Fame
 
The 2016 Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame festivities were held September 23-24.  The weekend events 
began on Friday with an informal reception in the Seneca Valley Senior High School cafeteria, followed 
by pre-game recognition at the football game in NexTier Stadium. 

The Hall of Fame Banquet and the Induction Ceremony was held the following day in the senior high school. 

The Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame Committee is honored to announce the 2016 Induction Class: 

Shawn Cully, 2001, Wrestling
Tom Fletcher, 2001, Swimming
Alyson Intihar, 2007, Softball and Soccer
Rick Ley, 1981, Football 
Mary P. (Miller) Lococo, 1979, Cross Country, Basketball and Track & Field and first female athlete to earn 10 Varsity Letters
Dan Sample, 1969, Coach/Contributor, Basketball and Track & Field Coaching
Emily Wolfarth, 2008 ,Cross Country, Swimming, Track & Field  and one of three girls to earn 12 Varsity Letters (one of six total SV athletes)

Excellence abounds at the start of 2016
With the start of the school year comes the start of the 2016 fall season and our Raider teams are not disappointing. Here is a glimpse of our early season 
results:

 • Seneca Valley has already claimed one section title with our boys golf program bringing that home following their 186-194  
  defeat of Pine-Richland.  

 • Five Seneca Valley teams sit atop their respective section standings – boys & girls cross country, boys soccer, girls,  
  soccer, and girls volleyball.

 • One girls Raider golfer (Kennedy Johnston) has advanced to the championship round and three Raider boys golfers  
  (Zach Brown, Adam Bushee, and Paul Lopicocolo) have advanced to the semi-final round of the WPIAL championships.

 • Raider boys cross country captured third place overall at the PIAA Foundation meet with medalists Seth Ketler and  
  Sam Owori pacing the way.

 • Girls varsity volleyball won the “Rally in the Valley” tournament at Cumberland Valley on the same Saturday the JV team  
  won the Bethel Park tournament.

Key dates for Raider Athletics
Upcoming key dates for Raider Athletics include:
  
 • Oct. 21 - Pink Night & Youth Night Football Game vs Shaler

 • Oct. 25 - First date for Winter Sport Drug & Concussion testing  
  at Senior High from 2:45 – 4:45 p.m.   
  This includes girls middle school & junior high volleyball.

 • Oct. 28 - Senior Night Football Game vs Altoona

 • Nov. 2 - Second and final date for Winter Sport Drug & Concussion  
  testing at Senior High from 2:45 – 4:45 p.m.   
  This includes girls middle school & junior high volleyball.

#SVRaiderPride is everywhere!
If you haven’t caught a Friday Night Lights experience at NexTier Stadium, 
2016 is the year to do so.  Not only will you witness quality athleticism on 
display, but the spirit of Raider Nation will draw you in.

Our student section has been named the best in the WPIAL after week 
three and our Raider Marching Band and cheer & dance squads won’t 
disappoint.  We encourage all fans to catch one of three remaining home 
games tonight (vs Penn Hills), Oct. 21 (vs Shaler) or Oct. 28 (vs Altoona.)

-Heather Lewis, Athletic & Activities Director





Seneca Valley Senior High School teacher Mr. Jason Woolslare earned several accolades over the 
summer. 

Under the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust’s management and vision, the Three Rivers Art Festival is one of 
the nation’s premier free arts festivals where music, performance and visual art, including  
Mr. Woolslare’s, were on display June 3-12.

At this event, Mr. Woolslare was awarded The Juror’s Choice Award.  The award was given by The 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust based on creativity, craftsmanship and cohesiveness of creative style.

He was one of five artists selected to have their artwork featured on the surfaces of picnic tables 
(pictured right) at Point State Park, Pittsburgh. 

He was also selected to exhibit at the ReMix Exhibit, a juried national art exhibit featuring artwork from recycled materials at the Sweetwater Center 
for the Arts in Sewickley, Pennsylvania.

Art accolades

The Seneca Valley Return to Learn Protocol is now live on the website of each school 
building. You can download the protocol here. 

Two years ago Seneca Valley established Concussion Management Teams (CMT) in 
all of our schools.  Since that time the committee has been working in conjunction with 
Brenda Eagan Brown, the Pennsylvania BrainSTEPS Program Coordinator, to create a 
district protocol for students who are returning to school following a mild TBI, which is 
most often a concussion. 

Now SV has a well-defined procedure in place and it is quickly and easily accessible 
for staff and parents alike.

SV’s ‘Return to Learn’ Protocol
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Spotlight on Mental Health
Understanding Anxiety in Our Youth

As adults, we know that anxiety and stress can have a negative impact. Children and teens also experience anxiety, and for some, it 
becomes overwhelming. In fact, the average age of onset for anxiety disorder is 11, with a significant delay recognizing symptoms and 
treatment. Early intervention is essential to maintaining mental health wellness and avoiding the possible devastating effects of untreated 
anxiety disorder.

This event is for parents and for those who work with children and teens to better understand anxiety, recognize symptoms, identify warning 
signs, and learn when treatment may be needed. Attendees will have access to professional resource tables throughout the evening.

Tuesday, October 11, 2016
Cranberry Township Municipal Center

2525 Rochester Road

Exhibit hall: 4:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Session 1:

In Our Own Voice, Library Franklin Station Room, 5-5:45 p.m.
Child Psychologist & Panel Discussion, Council Chambers, 6-7:15 p.m.

Session 2:
In Our Own Voice, Library Franklin Station Room, 6:30-7:15 p.m.

Child Psychologist & Panel Discussion, Council Chambers, 7:30-8:45 p.m.

To register or read more, click here or visit Cranberry Township’s website.

http://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=24637&dataid=34918&FileName=SV%20concussion%20protocol%206.14.16.pdf
http://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=20740&dataid=36493&FileName=CADN-Mental HealthFINAL-RegisterHyperlinks.pdf
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/Activities/Activity/Detail/Understanding-Anxiety-in-Youth-NAMI-Reco-105
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Where do you work, what do you do, and tell us why you enjoy your profession?
I work as an actor on the first National Tour of Kinky Boots. I play Harry and understudy the lead, Charlie Price. It’s a 
big glittery Broadway musical. It’s a special show, and it works to change a lot of people’s hearts and minds. That’s 
what I enjoy the most about it. 

What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
Totally depends on what day of the week, but it’s pretty consistent. Monday I travel, usually by plane, to some  
U.S. city. Tuesday we sound check and open the show. Between Tuesday and Sunday we perform eight shows 
with two on Saturday and Sunday. Occasionally we have understudy rehearsals or brush-ups during the day  
before shows, but often work just starts thirty minutes before curtain, so there is a lot of downtime to explore  
cities, eat food, and see all the sights. 

Please share with us some information about your family.
I have two little brothers who also graduated from Seneca Valley in 2013 and 2014. Seneca lacrosse and soccer 
stars respectively. My mom and dad are the most supportive parents any son could ask for. I have the cutest dog 
you’ll ever see, and the funniest Grandpa you’ll ever meet. 

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
Honestly, there a number of teachers at Seneca Valley that truly influenced the person I am today. I wouldn’t be  
anywhere without the support, guidance, and friendship of Aaron Magill, Senior High School Choir Director and 
musical extraordinaire. He pushed me to be a better musician and really believed I should follow this dream. But he 
was one of four choir directors I had at SV. From Mrs. Cotterman at Evans City, to Toni Keefer at the Middle School, 
and then Bobi-Jean Alexander at the Intermediate High School. All of my teachers and the arts education  
opportunities at Seneca Valley went beyond and above any public school expectation that I can imagine. The  
high school musicals, directed by Alumnus, Nathan Brewer, were what set me on this path. The district’s  
commitment to providing high quality theater opportunities for their students is incredibly admirable. I’m so  
grateful for that. And lastly I have to shout out Ms. Ruzga. My Latin teacher for five years. That woman is as brilliant as 
they come. I respect her endlessly. 

What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
I always had the sense that my education was valued at school. The variety of courses that are offered and the quality  
of teachers were impeccable. Going to school for theater was amazing, but I honestly missed being challenged 
academically the way that I was at Seneca Valley. I loved coming to high school. It was an easy place to learn. And the 
district really doesn’t shortchange students with after-school programs and extra-curricular opportunities to expand 
their interests and develop their talents. 

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
Aaron Magill in a photoflash finish, but Patricia Ruzga (Latin), Lynn Stewart (AP English), Amber Hugus (English), 
and Alison Schuster (Argument) are also incredible educators. 

What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
The musicals at Seneca Valley were obviously incredibly special for me. The performance aspect is a major 
reason, but the camaraderie of the casts and the memories we built were equally as unforgettable. My best friend, 
Cole Rapso, did every musical with me. We closed Dirty Rotten Scoundrels together senior year. We co-starred in 
the production and singing the finale with him on closing night is my most cherished memory at school. 

If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
Keep doing what you’re doing. The best teachers I had at school made learning fun and had joy at the center of their 
teaching practices. Keep making those connections with students. I really valued those teachers that I trusted as  
educators, but also on some level as friends.

Joshua Tolle Smith (stage name Josh Tolle), a 2009 Seneca Valley graduate and rising star on stages across the 
country, came back to his alma mater on Sept. 22 to speak to classes in the vocal music department. During his 
visit, this talented actor/singer/songwriter shared stories of his education and experience, as well as his musical 
abilities. We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and 
career.
 
Josh performed in Pittsburgh Sept. 23-25 with a Broadway touring company at the Benedum Center. To read 
more about the show, click here.  

http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20160922/CRAN0501/160929959
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Megan Gilliland Pearson, a 2001 Seneca Valley graduate, is a reporter and anchor for WBFF FOX45 
in Baltimore, Maryland and was named Baltimore’s Best TV News Broadcaster by Baltimore  
Magazine for the second year in a row! We asked her to catch us up on what she is doing today  
and how Seneca Valley influenced her life and career.  

Where do you work, what do you do, and tell us why you enjoy your profession?
I am a morning reporter and anchor with WBFF FOX45. I started working there in December of 2007. 
This winter marks nine years. I’ve wanted to be a reporter for as long as I can remember, since I was a 
little kid. I love giving people a voice and sharing stories that impact our communities. 

What is a typical “day in the life” like at work? 
I arrive to the station at 3 a.m. By 3:15 a.m. I receive my story assignment for the day. From there, I make 
calls, research and write my story.  By 4 a.m. my photographer and I are out the door headed to our live 
location to begin live reports at 5 a.m. I continue reporting live in the field until 7 a.m. After that I head 
back to the station to anchor our 8-10 a.m. show. Once we are off the air we have a meeting with the 
entire staff to plan for the next day. 

Please share with us some information about your family.
I met my husband, Jon here in Baltimore. We got married in 2011 and have two daughters, Madelyn 
who just turned two and Cecilia who was born in August. 

How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
I’ve been an SV Raider all my life. As an athlete, we used to cheer, “We are, SV” and it meant something. I’ve always been proud of where I came from and 
everyone from my teachers, to my classmates and teammates were a part of that.

What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
I think the saying, “Proud of the past, committed to the future” describes Seneca’s success story. A strong tradition of pride combined with resources to 
help students grow is what sets us apart.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?  
Obviously my mom (retired teacher) Ms. Sharon Gilliland! There were many close seconds though. I had so many teachers I respected and coaches that 
pushed me to achieve things I didn’t know were possible. 

What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
It’s hard to choose one moment over the course of four years, a time span where so many life events happened. I’ll never forget the first and last days 
of school, the dances, the class elections, the many athletic events, practices and banquets. But, there was one day, graduation day, that really stands 
out. That’s the day I realized how much Seneca Valley really meant to me. How much I’d miss it, of course, but mostly how excited I was for the next step. 
Thanks to my four years there, I was ready for my future.

If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
Thank you for making a difference day in and day out!

Alumni News & Notes 
continued

SV Class of 1996 Reunion
 SV Class of ‘96 Graduates are invited to celebrate  
20 years! The reunion will be held at the Pittsburgh  

Marriott North at 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 4. Join old friends 
(and make new ones) for food, music and dancing. Cost is 

$50 per person. For more information please contact  
Kris Guffey or to buy tickets click here. 

We want to hear from you
 

Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure to let us know if you would like to be 
featured in our Raider Pride e-newsletter. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional 

life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to: Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

mailto:senecavalley20year%40gmail.com?subject=SV%20Class%20of%201996%20Reunion
http://us14.campaign-archive2.com/?u=5e9fa0b63ea79893ffa348c5c&id=d728c66be5
mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Raider%20Pride%20Alumni


Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

1. With the new school year in full swing, PennDOT is reminding young drivers and parents/caregivers   
 alike of the state’s laws regarding child passenger safety. Drivers or passengers under 18 years of  
 age must buckle up. Children under 8 years old must be properly restrained. This is a primary law,  
 which means that police will pull you over, write you a ticket and if convicted, you’ll have to pay a  
 fine. To learn about recommendations on child safety seats as well as the state’s law for wearing   
 seat belts over age 18, visit JustDrivePA.com.
 
2. All drivers should be aware of fall driving hazards as October and November approaches. Wet  
 leaves, fog, sun glare, and frost are only a few of those hazards. Hunting and mating season also  
 causes deer to become more active. PennDOT reminds drivers to remain aware to changing driving  
 conditions and avoid distractions especially in unfamiliar surroundings. To learn more information on  
 fall driving, visit JustDrivePA.com.
 
3. With school back in session, PennDOT, Buckle Up PA, and the National Highway Traffic Safety  
 Administration reminds teachers and students that a new Traffic Safety School Program “Sit Back-   
 It’s Elementary” has been developed. The materials are designed to provide lifesaving messages to  
 Elementary School Students and reduce the number of unnecessary traffic related injuries and  
 deaths. For more information on the types of activities the program offers, visit pasafetyedu.org.

Drive safely

Cranberry4FUN.com/Register   724-779-4 FUN (4386)

FALL INTO FUN!
Children & adults of all ages, regardless of residency,  

are welcome to join us this fall!

Safe Sitter
Be the best babysitter in the 
business. Sat., November 12 from 
9 AM-3PM, learn how to care for 
children and infants, make good 
decisions, solve problems and stay 
safe. Call for details.

KIDS CLUB
Before & After School Care for Grades- K-6
• Transportation is provided to and from Haine, Rowan, CVE, or Evans City
• We offer supervised care, guided by trained professionals
• Activities, games, snacks, visits to the library, homework time & more!

Before School Care Hours:  6:30 AM-8:30 AM
After School Care Hours:  3:30 PM-6:00 PM

Cranberry Township Volunteer 
Fire Company Station Tour

Mon., October 17
October is Fire Safety Month. Join us for a station tour and walk-
through of the Fire Safety House trailer, plus a hands-on fire 
extinguisher training – both of which are key elements of the Fire 
Company’s award-winning fire safety education program. Families 
are welcome. Following the demonstration, there will a discussion 
of the Fire Company’s strategic plan. RSVP 724-776-4806 x 1089.

Activities
Programs 

Events 
for all ages!

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
Search Under Way for PA’s Top Youth Volunteers of 2017

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards is beginning its search for 
Pennsylvania’s top youth volunteers of 2017.

Now through November 8, students in grades 5-12 are invited to apply for 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards if they have made meaningful  
contributions to their communities through volunteer service within the 
past 12 months. 

Applicants for 2017 awards must complete their online applications by November 8, 2016, and then 
submit them for certification to a middle or high school principal, Girl Scout council, county 4-H 
agent, American Red Cross chapter, YMCA or HandsOn Network affiliate.  Paper application forms 
can be requested by calling 877-525-8491. The application is available at http://spirit.prudential.com 
and www.nassp.org/spirit.
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